Elementary School Age Child Having Breathing Difficulty at School
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Teacher at school is calling her student Bobby’s parents

Teacher: “Mrs. Jones, this is Ms. Honey from the school calling. Bobby collapsed just  
 
now in the gym as he was running around playing soccer. He was having a lot of 
 
trouble breathing but I don’t think that he remembered to bring his puffer to 
 
school with him today.” 
Mother: “Oh my goodness! Where is he now?”
Teacher: “Because he was having such trouble breathing we called the ambulance to 
 
bring him to the hospital to be on the safe side. One of our teacher’s assistants 
 
rode in the ambulance with him. If you’re able to it would be nice if you could 
 
meet him down at the hospital to be with him and help answer any questions the 
 
doctor may have for you. I let Maria our teacher’s assistant know what happened 
 
in gym class.” 

Mother: “Yes, of course. I’m on my way now”. 

Bobby arriving at the hospital by ambulance with Maria.

Bobby: “Ms. Maria, I can’t breathe! I can’t breathe!”

Maria: “It will be okay, Bobby. You’ll be able to breathe better with this medicine that 
 
they’re giving you.” 

Bobby is now crying on the stretcher with Maria holding his hand as they wait for a bed 
 in the emergency department.
Bobby: “Where is my mommy?! I want my mommy!!” 

     You as the respiratory therapist are now called to assess the boy while he is waiting on the stretcher as the emergency room is too full and he will have to wait a few hours for a bed. How do you proceed? 

